
“Let the word go forth from this time and 
place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch 
has been passed to a new generation of 
Americans, born in this century, tempered by 
war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, 
proud of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to 
witness or permit the slow undoing of those 
human rights to which this nation has always 
been committed, and to which we are 
committed today at home and throughout the 
world.” (Inaugural address, 1961) 

“I knew from the start that I was bound to be 
crucified either way I moved. If I left the 
woman I loved-the Great Society-in order to 
get involved with that (blank) of a war on the 
other side of the world, then I would lose 
everything at home. All my programs, all my 
dreams. But if I left that war and let the 
communists take over South Vietnam, then I 
would be seen as a coward and my nation 
would be seen as an appeaser and we would 
find it impossible to accomplish anything for 
anybody anywhere on the entire globe.” (1970) 
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