Interpretations of American History by Grob & Billias (Charles A. Beard’s An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution)
Thesis:  Framers of the Constitution were a propertied minority economically motivated to create an “undemocratic” document and forced it upon a lower class majority.
Topic:  Framers were Elite Minority
Evidence-most owned public securities & substantial personal property
Analysis-Constitution created economic stability that served their interest & 
strong central government that protected private property

Topic:  Lower class Majority overridden by Elite Minority

Evidence-lower class farmers did not own enough property to qualify to vote & 
ratification process only required 1/6 support to succeed

Analysis-landed minority controlled state legislatures where vote for ratification 

Clincher Statements:  


1. Clear evidence of “class conflict” between propertied class and small farmers and debtors

2. Federalists feared disorder more than they feared tyranny so they created a strong national government to prevent uprisings, provide for national security and ensure economic stability.

