
		Document	C	

Source:	Roger	B.	Taney,	Dred	Scott	v.	Sandford	decision,	1857	

The	question	is	simply	this:	can	a	negro	whose	ancestors	were	imported	into	this	country	and	sold	as	
slaves	become	a	member	of	the	political	community	formed	and	brought	into	existence	by	the	
Constitution	of	the	United	States,	and	as	such	become	entitled	to	all	the	rights,	and	privileges,	and	
immunities,	guarantied	by	that	instrument	to	the	citizen,	one	of	which	rights	is	the	privilege	of	suing	in	a	
court	of	the	United	States	in	the	cases	specified	in	the	Constitution?....	

Upon	the	whole,	therefore,	it	is	the	judgment	of	this	court	that	it	appears	by	the	record	before	us	that	
the	plaintiff	in	error	is	not	a	citizen	of	Missouri	in	the	sense	in	which	that	word	is	used	in	the	
Constitution,	and	that	the	Circuit	Court	of	the	United	States,	for	that	reason,	had	no	jurisdiction	in	the	
case,	and	could	give	no	judgment	in	it.	

	

Document	D	

Source:	Census	of	the	United	States	of	America,	1860	

	

	

	

	

	



Document	E	

Source:	Currier	and	Ives,	"First	Colored	Senator	and	Representatives	in	the	41st	and	42nd	Congress	of	
the	United	States."	1871	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Document	F	

Source:	Harper’s	Weekly,		“The	White	League	and	the	Ku	Klux	Klan:	Worse	than	Slavery,”	1874	

	

Note:	The	White	League	was	a	series	of	militant	clubs	developed	in	1874	across	the	American	South	
committed	to	white	supremacy.	

Document G 

Source: Freedmen’s contract between Isham G. Bailey and freedmen Cooper Hughs and Charles 
Roberts, January 1, 1867 

“. . . the said Cooper Hughs Freedman with his wife and one other woman, and the said Charles Roberts 
with his wife Hannah and one boy are to work on said farm and to cultivate forty acres in corn and twenty 
acres in cotton, to assist in putting the fences on said farm in good order and to keep them so and to do 
all other work on said farm necessary to be done to keep the same in good order and to raise a good crop 
and to be under the control and directions of said IG Bailey and to receive for their said services one half 
of the cotton and one third of the corn and fodder raised by them on said farm in said year 1867 and the 
said Charles Roberts Freedman with his wife Hannah further agrees and binds themselves to do the 
washing and Ironing, and all other necessary house work for said IG Bailey and his family during said 
year 1867 and to receive for their said services fifty dollars in money at the expiration of said year 1867 
and the said Cooper Hughs Freedman further agrees and binds himself to give the necessary attention of 
feeding the Stock of cattle and milking the cows twice daily belong to said IG Bailey, and do the churning 
when ever necessary during the said year . . .” 



 

Document H 

Source:	A.R.	Waud,	“The	First	Vote,”	1867	

	

	

	

	

	



	

UNITED STATES HISTORY SECTION II  
Total Time—1 hour, 35 minutes  
Question 1 (Document-Based Question)  
Suggested reading period: 15 minutes  

Suggested writing period: 45 minutes  
 
 

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been 
edited for the purpose of this exercise. You are advised to spend 15 minutes reading and 
planning and 45 minutes writing your answer.  

 
In your response you should do the following.  
• State a relevant thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question.  
• Support the thesis or a relevant argument with evidence from all, or all but one, of the 
documents.  
• Incorporate analysis of all, or all but one, of the documents into your argument.  
• Focus your analysis of each document on at least one of the following: intended 
audience, purpose, historical context, and/or point of view.  
• Support your argument with analysis of historical examples outside the documents.  
• Connect historical phenomena relevant to your argument to broader events or processes.  
• Synthesize the elements above into a persuasive essay.  
	

	

Analyze	the	major	changes	and	continuities	in	the	African	American	experience	as	a	result	of	the	Civil	
War	and	Reconstruction	in	the	period	1844-1910.	


